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KAGETSU

A man in northern Kyushu decides to be a traveling priest to look for his son who has been missing since the age
of seven. At the Kiyomizu temple in Kyoto, he sees a boy named Kagetsu with a bow and an arrow entertaining
visitors upon request. While watching his various performances, the priest recognizes him as his son. Kagetsu is
delighted to be reunited, and dances with a little drum, kakko, telling how he was abducted by a goblin.
Afterwards, they happily set out on journey for practicing Buddhism.

NEONGYOKU

Learning that Taro-kaja sings very well, the master orders Taro-kaja to sing for him. Taro-kaja wants to evade
the order, and tells the master that he is able to sing only when he gets drunk and lies down with the knee of his
wife as a pillow. The eager master offers sake and his own knee to Taro-kaja. Taro-kaja sings while lying down
and pretends not to be able to make proper sound while the master tries to make him sit up. He responds quite
well to the master’s repeating trial to make him sing while sitting up, but eventually he gets mixed up and sings
while the master makes his body upright.

UNEME

A priest and his company visit Nara and come across a woman planting trees in the deep woods of the Kasuga
shrine. She explains that this sacred task of planting trees is an act to follow the god’s will. Then she takes them
to the Sarusawa pond and tells them a story of a lady who was in service at the imperial palace as a uneme lady.
She drowned herself there when she lost the emperor’s affection. The emperor pitied her death and offered a fine
poem in memory of the lady. The woman reveals herself as the ghost of the uneme, and disappears into the pond.
While the priests pray for her soul, the ghost reappears appreciating their prayers to attain salvation. She
describes her happy days at the palace, and wishes the peace of the country before sinking again under water.

AMA (Kaichu no Mai)

Minister Fusazaki and his retinue go to Shido Bay in Shikoku to hold a mass for his deceased mother’s soul. He
meets a female diver who tells them an old story about three treasures from China. One of them, a pearl, sunk
into the deep sea. Lord Tankai wished to get it back and was acquainted with a young female diver. Having their
son, she was convinced to fetch the jewel from the dragon palace under the sea so as to make the son his heir. She
did it at the cost of her life. The female diver reveals herself as the spirit of the minister’s mother. Later she
reappears as a dragon lady and dances delightfully, attaining Buddhahood through the Sutra.

( T.Yoshikawa/S Takahashi )
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