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The theme of this noh is the auspiciousness of long-life pine trees. A person with company from
Kyoto visits a famous temple in northern Kyushu, and pays respect to the sacred pine tree or
matsu and Japanese apricot tree or ume. These trees are the symbol of flowery, peaceful, and
long life. While the man admires the trees, the spirit of the pine tree emerges, and assures the
emperor’s longevity.

KURAMA MAIRI

A master takes his servant, Taro-kaja, with him to Kurama Temple to pray for a good fortune.
At the temple they stay overnight while the master expects to have a good dream for his
fortune. At the dawn, however, it is not the master but Taro-kaja who receives the god's
blessing in his dream. The master tries to remove Taro-kaja’s fortune so that it becomes his
fortune. The master makes up his false dream that he was told to receive the fortune through
Taro-kaja. In return for accepting the master’s attempt, Taro-kaja makes his master sing and
dance to entertain him.

YO-KIHI

The Emperor Gen-so of Tang dynasty grieves over the death of his beloved lady, Yo-Kihi. He
asks a Taoist who has a magic power to find where her soul is. The Taoist finally reaches at the
mythical island, Horai and finds her. He tells her about the Emperor’s deep grievance since her
death and wants to console him with a proof of their meeting. She gives the Taoist a beautiful
hair ornament but he asks something more suitable for the proof such as a private pledge with
the Emperor. She then discloses the pledge, talks about good days with the Emperor, and
dances before the Taoist departs.

SHAKKYO (Renijishi)

Priest Jakusho from Japan travels around China, visiting famous Buddhist places. One day, he
takes a rest by the stone bridge leading to Mt. Shoryozen, the holly place for the deity of
wisdom, Monju Bosatsu. Then, a woodcutter comes and warns that it is dangerous to cross the
slippery bridge over the steep valley for anyone except for the one who has been through a very
hard religious practice in this place. Before disappearing, he suggests that the priest should
wait here for the occurrence of something miraculous. After a while, a lion (a retainer of Monju
Bosatsu) with company appears and dances vigorously among gorgeous peony flowers.

( T.Yoshikawa/S Takahashi )
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