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What is Takigi-Noh (#ifi§) ?
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About Kamakura Takigi-Noh (3 &% iE)

Noh is a performing art with long history. Its origin may
be various preceding dances, music, and other
performances. Around Japan’s Muromachi period, during
the 14th to the 16th centuries, Noh had established its
present style. Reflecting its origins, a Noh play consists of
dances, chorus, and musical instrument’s play. It resembles
western musicals, but it could differ in that Noh plays
respect established patterns and ways of performance.
Everything is precisely defined, including the way to move
and sing, and performers are required to show their
originality within the rigidly defined framework.

Tonight’s program has three parts. The first play,
Kagurashiki (#1443%) , represents an early version of Noh. It
is a sacred ritual praying for peaceful and prosperous world.
The second part is Kyogen (4£8), which is a comical
performance criticizing and admiring various human
natures. The fourth part is a Noh play.
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Literally, it means
Noh-performances with
firewood. Firewood is
used to light the Noh stage
outdoors in the evening.
Originally, Takigi-Noh
was performed at the
Kohfukuji temple and the
Kasugataisha shrine in
Nara around the 13th
century or earlier as an
event dedicated to the god.
Today, Takigi-Noh may
indicate just outdoor Noh
performances with
bonfires as an evening
event.

The Kamakuraguu shrine has hosted a Takigi-Noh
event for a long time known as the Kamakura
Takigi-Noh. It will be the 60th occasion this year,
making the Kamakura Takigi-Noh the third oldest one
in Japan. Following the original Takigi-Noh style at
the Kohfukuji temple and the Kasugataisha shrine, the
whole event is dedicated to the god. Therefore, the
event starts with the drum beating, followed by a
purification ceremony, prayer for peace and a success
of the event, and the offering of a sprig of the sacred
sakaki tree to the god. After the distinctive sound of
trumpet shell, the bonfire is set. The start of Noh
performance is declared, and the first performance
begins. After the Kyogen play, sacred sake is provided
to the Noh players prior to their performances. We
hope you enjoy a series of special and sacred
ceremonies, as well as the Noh performance itself.
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